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BBSs in Victoria 

There are now three Macintosh BBSs (Bulletin Board Services) in town. These are 
provided for the use of those with computers and modems as a place to get and give 
help, send and receive shareware programs and leave electronic mail for other users. 

Advantage BBS—383-5551 

Macintosh Way BBS—388-4183 

musicNET— 386-1514, Music/MIDI Bulletin Board. 300,1200, & 2400 Baud. 

3pm to 7AM weekdays, 24 Hrs. weekends 

All three ran up to 2400 BAUD, and the usual settings of No Parity - 8 data bits -1 
stop bit—Full duplex. MacWay BBS has a special section of the board set aside for 
registered VMUG members where mail for other members and uploads to the execu¬ 
tive or items for the newsletter may be placed. 


Next Meeting: 

February 14, 1991. Give a guest a valentine by bringing them to the meeting 
FREE! 

March —Stephen DeWitt, Vancouver based Corporate Account Rep of Symantec. 

April— A demonstration of WordPerfect 2.0 for the Mac, by Chris Orersen of 
WordPerfect. 

VMUG meetings are held in the gym of the James Bay Community School, 140 
Oswego Street. Be there on the second Thursday of every month at 7:30pm. 



VMUG Policies 

The VMUG Newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Victoria Macintosh Users Group and is dis¬ 
tributed free to all members. The entire contents 
of the VMUG Newsletter are © 1989. Other 
Macintosh User Groups may reproduce articles 
provided credit is given to the author and VMUG. 
The VMUG Newsletter is an independent publi¬ 
cation not affiliated or otherwise associated with 
or sponsored or sanctioned by Apple Computer, 
Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. The opinions, state¬ 
ments, positions and views stated herein are those 
of the author(s) or publisher and are not intended 
to be the opinions, statements, positions or views 
of Apple Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. 
Please note that any of the product names etc. 
mentioned in this newsletter are copyright 
and/or registered trademarks (©/®/™) owned 
or licensed by the respective company. In partic¬ 
ular Apple™, Macintosh®, Image-Writer®, 
LaserWriter®, Mac® are registered trademarks of 
Apple Computer, Inc. 

Submissions for this newsletter are encouraged 
from anyone interested in the Macintosh, on any 
subject related to Macintosh computing. Articles for 
submission will be accepted on 800k disk in Word, 
Mac Write or Text-Only file format. We also accept 
printed articles up to 750 words in length (some¬ 
one has to re-type them!). We would, however, 
appreciate printouts of any articles you submit. 
Deadlines for submission are tabled below. Articles 
and advertising must be delivered to, or arranged 
to be picked up through, Derek Ryder. Articles 
and advertising received after the noted deadlines 
will be included in next month’s issue. 

Deadlines Articles Advertising 

January Feb. 21 Feb. 27 

February March 21 March 27 

Advertising Rates 

Full Page $40.00 Eighth Page $5.00 

Half Page $20.00 Business Card $2.00 

Quarter Page $10.00 Unclassified Free to 

Members 

Victoria Macintosh Users Group 
The Victoria Macintosh Users Group is an infor¬ 
mal group of people with an interest in the 
Apple™ Macintosh®. Membership is open to all. 
Individual or family membership is $20 a year, 
guests are welcome to sample a meeting or two 
for $1 per meeting. 

VMUG does not condone in any way, the illegal 
copying of copyright computer programs and 
will not tolerate such practise at any user group 
function. 

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each 
month, in the gym of the James Bay Community 
School, 140 Oswego Street, Victoria. Meetings 
start at 7:30 pm. 

Direct all correspondence to: 

Victoria Macintosh Users Group 
P.O. Box 5397, Stn. B 
Victoria, B.C., 

V8R6S4 
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6 Filemaker Pro—Friend or Foe? 
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ket”. Who’s right? Judge for yourself. 
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Editorial —At What Price Opinion? by Derek A. Ryder 


FOR SALE: 

One set of principles and opinions, to the highest bidder. Apply within. 


I was reading the Globe and Mail a 
few weeks ago, and an article showed 
up on under the banner “US politician 
charged with taking benefits”. The FBI 
was alleging that a lobbyist for a large 
company paid off a politician, and the 
politician “did corruptly accept gifts 
and gratuities... under an implied 
agreement and understanding that the 
(politician’s) vote, opinion and judge¬ 
ment would be given in a particular 
manner and on a particular side of a 
question.” 

Been into a computer shop recently? 
Most give away mouse pads. Neat and 
useful, it doesn’t surprise me that most 
people take one; after all it’s just a bit 
of advertising. Is taking one “corruptly 
accepting gifts and gratuities?” Does 
acceptance of one “imply agreement 
and understanding that your opinion 
and judgement would be given” in 
favour of that particular computer 
shop? Probably not. But when does 
that occur? 

Let’s say the next time you’re in that 
shop, they offer you a free bit of soft¬ 
ware. Are we there yet’ How about 
when they give you a carrying case? Or 
loan you that colour printer for the day 
when you desperately need it? 

If none of those case are familiar to 
you, they are to the VMUG executive. 
Our user group SE is without a 
mousepad, so we beg someone for 
one. We’re without a carrying case, so 
we ask for donations. At any time, have 
we “corruptly accepted gifts and gratu¬ 
ities” and “implied agreement and 
understanding that our opinion and 
judgement would be given” in favour 
of a particular computer shop? 


There’s no easy answer—but at 
some point in time you pass the point 
where whoever gives you that stuff 
feels that they have a “hold” on you. 
And once that point is passed, you may 
as well run the classified ad at the start 
of this editorial. 

In the Oil industry, which forms my 
background, those freebees of which 
we speak are usually called “graft”. 
Graft is very common, from baseball 
caps, stickers and belt buckles, to 
weekends at a fishing lodge. 

You can’t let graft sway your decision 
making, but in the interest of “advertis¬ 
ing”, it’s okay for the companies to 
give it away. Worse than not letting it 
sway your opinion, you can’t even let 
is seem like it’s swaying your opinion. 
That’s the trouble with ethics. Action 
doesn’t matter; perception is every¬ 
thing. 

In oil industry towns in Alberta, 
walking down the street with a Dowell 
baseball jacket on tells the world that 
you will always buy Dowell. Even if 
the only reason you’re on the team is 
that your brother’s son’s best friend’s 
dad asked you. I proudly wear an 
Apple logo pin on my jacket to the 
office, which I bought in the States for 
$5.00. But I was accused on several 
occasions at Esso that I was accepting a 
kickback from Apple for trying to con¬ 
vince everyone I knew that the Mac 
was great. Action * perception. 

The VMUG and this newsletter must 
be perceived as being an impartial 
voice in the computer world of 
Victoria. We’ll live with the stigma of 
being anti-IBM, because that’s quite 
probably true. But our actions must 
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indicate that we are answerable only to 
the user group. 

One way to accomplish this is to take 
the same tack that my Field Area 
Manager took with our 300 man office 
a few years back — NO GRAFT AT 
ALL We gave everything back, from 
the cheap plastic pens, to the choco¬ 
lates and bottles of Grand Marnier at 
Christmas. It became really clear, really 
fast that nobody could buy a contract 
from that Esso office. 

Could a low budget, volunteer orga¬ 
nization like VMUG survive with such a 
policy? Perhaps it’s better to ask if it 
can survive without one. On the other 
hand, you’ve got to wonder where 
companies get off believing opinions 
are for sale. Charitable donations are 
supposed to imply some level of altru¬ 
ism on the part of the giver, rather than 
ulterior motives. Perhaps companies or 
individuals that believe the classified ad 
at the beginning of this editorial are 
companies we don’t want to deal with 
anyway. 
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How Slow is Slow? by Graham Scholes 


result, you ask? Slower than @#a@*@#+ 
Slow would be the best way to 
describe the first problem. 


Here are a few examples of just how 
slow compared to the old program: 


Some time in August I sent away for 
the upgrade for the Claris Filemaker II 
data base program. The new program 
is Filemaker Pro, (now there is a mis¬ 
nomer), which was advertised to be 3 
times faster. Boy, was I anxious to get 
my hands on ##*■***#*•*#••••••••••••• ^ ere ^ 

this baby more to come! 

The print driver didn ’t when l endeav _ 

Several times function like any Others oured to printed 

over a 2 month . , , , T • i 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••• out labels, I quick 

period I contact¬ 


ed the Toronto office via an 800 num¬ 
ber to find out when I could expect the 
new program. It seems the release of 
the upgrade had been delayed because 
of programming problems. At any rate, 
late in November the program arrived 
and I very quickly transferred one of 
my files. 

Am I glad that I transferred only one. 
After a short while I sensed that some¬ 
thing was wrong. Being an optimistic 
guy I went back and did the operation 
over again with the same result What 


ly found the programs print driver 
didn’t function like any others I have 
used. Here are the results. 

When defining in the FROM: TO: 
boxes the following occurs. 


Define All 
Define 2 - 2 
Define 2 - 3 
Define 3-4 
Define 3 - 3 
Define 4-4 
Define 2 - 4 


Prints all 
nothing prints, 
prints page 3 only, 
nothing prints, 
nothing prints, 
nothing prints, 
prints pages 3 and 4. 


I changed the print utility in my 


Function 

Filemaker Pro 

Filemaker It 

Change fields to enter data 

4 

1 

Scroll Window 

9 

5 

Go to Layout 

7 

2 

Change Layouts 

12 

2 

Create new Field 

16 

5 

Go to Browse 

20 

4 

Create new Record 

10 

4 

Delete Record 

12 

4 

Go to another Data File 

All figures are seconds. 

17 

9 


System Folder to no avail. 

I phone Claris (Toronto) about about 
the slowness, and because they don’t 
have technical staff, (which is strange 
because the publish a quarterly call 
Technical Solutions), I contacted 
California. At first the technical person 
claimed it was my equipment and that 
something, possibly an Init or Cdev, 
was causing the problem. Gradually he 
admitted that the program was not as 
fast as claimed, and they have had 
quite a few complaints about it 

At the time I did not know about the 
print drive problem, and it was the 
proverbial straw that caused me to put 
my complaints in writing to Toronto. 

I must give Claris credit at this point 
because it took them just over a week 
to contact me by phone from 
California. They admitted that my com¬ 
plaint was valid and offer to refund my 
money. 

They advised the program is 300% 
slower on Mac Plus and slightly faster 
on the SE. It seems the program works 
fine on Mac II or better. 

I offered to keep the program if they 
would supply me with a Mac II until 
they get the bugs out. No deal and no 
indication of when the debugging 
would bedone. 

(Can’t fault Mr. Scholes for trying! - 

Ed.) 
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Friend or Foe? 


The Power of the Pro by John A. Kilbank 


Up until about a month ago, I had 
been using Microsoft Works v2.00a to 
handle the mailing which our company 
sends out. I was 
very dissatisfied 
with the capability 
and especially the 
speed of MS- 
Works, particularly 
when working with data files of more 
than 1000 records. 

After looking at the current version 
of FileMaker II, I decided that I would 
switch databases. Just as I was making 
this decision, Claris announced the 
release of FileMaker Pro. So, I took the 
plunge and ordered it. 

FileMaker Pro is one of the nicest, 
smoothest programs I have ever had 
the pleasure of working with. Its inter¬ 
face is clean and attractive and it is a 
very easy program to install and use. In 
fact, I have not had to refer to the man¬ 
ual more than once or twice. 

One of the program’s best features is 
that it supports calculation fields, so it 


can be used to generate invoices, per¬ 
form averages or a variety of other 
mathematical tasks. 

Its layout capa¬ 
bilities are quite 
sophisticated, any 
element can be 
placed anywhere 
on the page you desire and formatted 
in any font, size or style. Also, it can 
import a variety of graphics, including 
PICT, EPSF, TIFF and MacPaint. These 
graphic elements can be then placed or 
scaled as desired. 

One other astounding feature of the 
program is the inclusion of a spelling 
checker into 
the database. 

The spell 
checker is rea¬ 
sonably quick 

and easy, and allows you to build a 
User Dictionary including all of your 
specific words for your business. 

Not being a big fan of Claris prod¬ 
ucts, I was a bit skeptical when I first 


sat down with FileMaker II. However, I 
was surprised by how easy and power¬ 
ful it was. Now, FileMaker Pro goes 
several steps beyond its earlier incarna¬ 
tion. In my opinion, this is the best flat- 
file database on the market. 

Now, I look back on the years I 
struggled with MS-Works and wonder 
why I wasted my time. Anyone who 
yearns for more power, more flexibility 
and better speed from their database 
should take a serious look at FileMaker 
Pro. If anyone is interested, I would be 
willing to give out copies of the 
HyperTour that they include with the 
program. 


(Editor’s note: 
Knowing that Graham 
had provided “How 
Slow is Slow", I checked, and found out 
that John is running Filemaker Pro on a 
Mac II. Based on Claris's comments to 
Graham, that’s the likely reason for the 
discrepancies of opinions...) 


...a clean and attractive 
interface... 


It’s the bestflatfile database 
on the market 


CYNTHIA M. BEATON 
Procedures Analyst 


S. L. Faber 
& Associates Ltd. 
Management Consultants 

Box 5310 Station “B", Victoria, B.C. V8R 6S4 (604) 385-5650 Fax (604) 385-9250 
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Backups, Restores & 

Other Mistakes by Tom Masters 


Following the MacFair, during which 
I had used my precious Mac for demo 
purposes, I began to suffer system 
crashes with alarming frequency. Was 
this, I wondered, because my aptly 
named EMAC Impact 20 hard drive had 
in fact fallen off the dolly while I was 
packing up? 

Were those little 
spinning disks 
shedding mag¬ 
netic coating like an old dog with dan¬ 
druff? Had that speedy and precise 
head mechanism been pounded irrevo¬ 
cably out of whack? Or was the whole 
thing simply clogged with dust after 
running 14 hours a day for over a year? 
I am pleased to report it was not the 
drive at all; the EMAC can sustain all 
this abuse and survive. 

Determining just what was the mat¬ 
ter, however, took about three weeks 
of intermittent searching, many hours 
of work and involved the learning of 
some painful and salutary lessons. The 
odd thing was that crashes were occur¬ 
ring in every application, in DA’s, at 
the desktop, even during restart. Error 
messages, most frequently ID=2, 
ranged through (if memory serves) 
ID=10, 14, 15 and 28. There were oth¬ 
ers as well. 

I had recently installed Adobe Type 
Manager 2.0 and wondered if this 
might be the problem. I chucked it. It 
wasn’t Like everybody else, I read the 
computer magazines and try to heed 
the nuggets of wisdom offered there. 

So I started on my inits. Fortunately, I 
do not use very many, nor do I have 


many DA’s. Nevertheless, I started 
dumping them, one after another. 
Nothing helped. Just prior to the 
MacFair, I had done a complete backup 
and defragmented and optimized my 
drive. I repeated that operation. No 
good. I rebuilt the desktop; I do that 
about once a 
week anyway. I 
also replaced my 
desktop file with 
a new copy from the original disk. 
Nothing seemed to work. I held off 
replacing the system file because of the 
work involved in reconstructing it, 
including customizing with ResEdit. 

Alright, I thought, no more Mr. Nice 
Guy! One Saturday morning I girded 
my loins, rolled up my sleeves, packed 
a lunch and locked myself into comput¬ 
er central. Using SUM II, I performed 
another backup and reformatted the 
hard drive. I then scanned for bad sec¬ 
tors and executed a restore. Everything 
seemed to be going fine until toward 
the end of the 
restore procedure 
when I began to 
get warnings that 
there were missing files. Lots of missing 
files. Thirty-one missing files to be 
exact: the program listed them by name 
at the finish! 

There are missing files and missing 
files, but after you have reformatted 
your drive and done a restore, they’re 
gone. Having torn out much of what 
was left of my hair, I blundered out of 
computer central and contemplated 
another, safer line of work: pearl div¬ 


ing, say, or the testing of food addi¬ 
tives. Having fortified myself with a cup 
of pure caffeine, I studied the list of 
missing files. It consisted of computer 
programs I had written for class a year 
ago, old correspondence and some util¬ 
ities. The one characteristic they all had 
in common was that not one of them 
had been altered for months. 

I cast my mind back to an occasion, 
several months before, when I trans¬ 
ferred 6 megs of PD stuff to floppies in 
order to free up hard drive space and 
reduce the time and number of floppies 
required for doing backups. I normally 
backup about once a month. In copy¬ 
ing the surplus files, however, I had 
used floppies taken from the rear of my 
backup tray, secure in the knowledge 
that the next time I performed a back¬ 
up the program would ask for replace¬ 
ments for all those disks that were 
“missing.” Right? Wrong! 

What I did not know then was that, 
after using SUM 
II for the first 
time, every back¬ 
up is an incre¬ 
mental backup. 

In other words, only those files that 
have been altered (or created) since the 
previous backup are copied. I had 
many files that had not been altered. 
Several disks were completely filled 
with them. The program did not ask for 
these disks. Therefore the hole I had 
created in my collection of backed up 
files was never filled. 

When SUM II asks for a disk from 


Girding my loins, Ilocked 
myself in 


Every backup is incremental 
with SUM II 
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your backup set and you give it some¬ 
thing else (a blank disk, for example), 
the program asks if the requested disk 
is missing and, after confirmation by 
you, it will recreate the missing disk. 
However, unless a disk contains altered 
files, it will not be asked for at all. The 
manual is partly 
to blame for 
this, though 
only partly. A 
careful reading 
reveals that after the initial backup, 
incremental backup is what you get. 
However, a careless reader, like myself, 
can easily gain the impression that 
incremental backup is an option along 
with “only applications,” “only docu¬ 
ments,” or “a single file or folder.” 

For months I had been merrily doing 
my monthly backup, believing I again 
had a complete backup set. Think of 
the implications. You misplace one of 


your backup disks. You may have 
twenty or thirty or fifty. Are you sure 
they are all present and accounted for? 
Perhaps one is missing, one containing 
nothing but unaltered files. You will 
never notice until one day you do a 
restore. Proper labelling, secure storage 
and methodical 
procedures sud¬ 
denly seem more 
important than 
ever—also thor¬ 
ough reading of manuals. 

Nursing my self-inflicted wounds, I 
returned to the original task (remem¬ 
ber?) tracking down the source of my 
debilitating system crashes. The forgo¬ 
ing had not done the trick. I decided to 
replace the system file. That solved the 
problem. The experts will probably say 
that I should have done that in the first 
place. Perhaps I should have. But I had 
it in mind first that the hard drive was 


at fault, then later that it was init con¬ 
flicts. 

Back in pre-Mac days, I used 
WordStar running under CP/M. It was a 
floppy based system and after about 
twelve to eighteen months of heavy use 
the program would develop intermit¬ 
tent failures and then very shortly after¬ 
wards crash permanently. Replacing the 
program disk with a new one always 
solved the problem. Perhaps the disks 
just plain wore out, or perhaps some 
vital code became corrupted in some 
other way and—kaput! 

In the case of my Mac, the problem 
was not the hard disk wearing out, but 
somehow some vital code was altered. 

I remember reading somewhere that 
the Mac system file should be replaced 
periodically. It seems this is not a bad 
idea. But don’t try to recycle your back 
up disks unless you know what you’re 
doing. That is a very bad idea. 


I decided to replace the 
system file 
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Ultra Paint $186.95 
Super Paint $169.95 
Swivel 3D $436.00 


Come in and meet our 
new Macintosh Advisor. 

Joe Klovance 
He will help you with 
all your Macintosh needs. 
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How You Can Help Your Club’s 

Volunteers by Beth Fordyce 


Why should you, as a club member, 
help the volunteers? They “asked for it,” 
didn’t they? They didn’t have to volun¬ 
teer, did they? 

People volunteer for many reasons 
but all fill a need, maybe to learn more 
about their Macintosh faster than they 
would if they were passive members; 
meet new and oftentimes important 
people; get involved in new activities; 
want to stay active in life; help others; 
enjoy the interaction with others; learn 
a new type of job; for the sheer joy of 
knowing they are doing a good job, 
etc. (insert your reason here). 

It has been my observation that few 
people who volunteer really know 
what they are getting themselves into. 
The job is always bigger than they 
thought it would be. Volunteers provide 
a never ending stream of turnover per¬ 
sonnel; seldom do any stay for an 
extended length of time. 

But what is interesting is that most 
volunteer jobs can become as big or 
small as individuals want to make 
them. Since it is voluntary, each person 
can put in exactly as much time and 
effort as s/he desires, which necessarily 
includes responsibility (or lack of). 

A person who is paid to do a job but 
doesn’t do it gets fired. It is difficult to 
fire volunteers; however, volunteers 
will soon leave of their own accord if 
they don’t “measure up” rather than 
hurt the group any more. They will no 
doubt say it is someone else’s fault and 
maybe they can even justify that some¬ 
how, but deep down they know they 
botched the job. 

Since it is those who do the jobs who 


stay, we shall put our attention on 
them. Each bring with them their own 
ability and expertise. Some do their 
jobs slower or faster than others. Some 
are more thorough and some sloppier. 
Some are professional and many are 
amateurs. You name it, they are among 
us! But they all, as volunteers, are 
DOING something to help the group. 
For the most part, they unite in their 
efforts to get the jobs done. They thrive 
on the camaraderie and appreciation of 
other volunteers, and of the members. 
They are a select and elite few, as wit¬ 
nessed by their small percentage of the 
total membership. They are leaders, 
every one, instead of followers. 
Although there is a shortage of them, 
there are always more waiting in the 
wings, occasionally shy or bashful 
about speaking up and saying “I want 
to help.” 

Sometimes unthoughtful persons will 
criticize the work of a volunteer, caus¬ 
ing that person to be less interested 
(Volunteer: “Well, why am I busting my 
buns if nobody appreciates what I’m 
doing? I’ll quit”). Other times a volun¬ 
teer will be told, usually but not always 
by a non-volunteer, what s/he ought to 
be doing (Volunteer: “I guess I’m not 
doing a good enough job, so I’ll quit!”). 
And, of course, hardly a meeting goes 
by without a non-volunteer demanding 
that the group should do this or that, as 
if the volunteers were their personal 
paid employes. 

Especially tough on a volunteer is 
when a fellow-volunteer is critical. That 
should never happen. All issues should 
be handled by majority vote in board 


meetings, using Roberts Rules of Order. 
Once an issue is handled, that should 
end any sniping or critical comments. 
You will win some and you will lose 
some, but there is comfort in knowing 
majority rules. Democracy, you know! 
And if the board does a “railroad” job 
on someone, that board will soon find 
the entire group disappearing (if those 
board members don’t disappear first). 

Have you ever noticed that persons 
who are successful are the ones who 
are attacked the most and the hardest? 
Those who are inclined to attack never 
bother with someone weaker or less 
successful than themselves—it’s no fun! 
Volunteers could actually gauge their 
success by the attacks that are made 
against them. It is, in fact, a compli¬ 
ment to receive an attack under the cir¬ 
cumstances because you know you are 
being effective and successful. 
Unfortunately, too many volunteers 
recoil from attacks and then want to 
quit the job. 

Getting back to the question first 
asked, why should you, as a club mem¬ 
ber, help the volunteers? Simply 
because they are volunteers, if for no 
other reason. Each one is single-hand¬ 
edly working to keep the group intact 
so that you will have a group to come 
to. That is reason enough, don’t you 
think? 

As for how you can help your club’s 
volunteers, I didn’t really cover that—or 
did I? 

MUG NEWS SERVICE, 1990 

Reprinted from DATA BUS, SEMCO 
Oct, 1990 


11 





HyperCard Hollow by C. Hvid 

Fun With The Offset Function 


Chestnuts roasting on an open fire...Carpet bombing on 
TV...well it is time to think of something a little bit more 
pleasant than Iraqnophobia, namely HyperCard program¬ 
ming. 

This month we will be examining a few scripts which can 
be used to set up a data dictionary. A data dictionary is just 
like a real dictionary. The purpose of a dictionary is to store 
information which can be looked up (preferably as quickly 
as possible). There is a search key to look up, a dictionary 
entry, and a delimiter which indicates that the entry is fin¬ 
ished. A good example of the use of a data dictionary in a 
HyperCard stack is to look up card id numbers from the 
name of the card. Accessing individual cards in a large stack 
is considerably faster using cards ids compared to accessing 
them using card names. On the other hand “go to card id 
13456” is rather vague compared with “go to card Baghdad”. 
We want both speed, and future readability. 

First we type a list of card name and card id pairs into a 
new card field called “Dictionary” as follows... 

George Bush987654321• 

Saddam Hussein666* 

Baghdadl3456* 

Joe ClarkOOO* 

Note: the card id numbers are those of the cards with the 
relevant names, and the is a delimiter character indicat¬ 
ing the end of the dictionary entry. 

Next, in the stack script, we place the following function: 

ReturnedCardld delimit1,delimit2,aContainer 
if (not(aContainer contains delimit1)) or 
(not(aContainer contains delimit2)) then 
return empty 
exit ReturnedCardld 
end if 

return char (offset(delimitl,aContainer) 

Tnumber of chars in delimit1+1 )—1 
to (offset(delimit2,aContainer)-1) of aContainer 
end ReturnedCardld 


Now make a button with the following script in it: 

on mouseup 

put cd fid "Dictionary" into 
DictionaryVariable 

get ReturnedCardld("GeorgeBush ",", 
DictionaryVariable) 

answer "George Bush card equals card 
id"&&it 
end mouseup 


The script is now ready to be tested. Click on the new but¬ 
ton. 

Voila! The message “George Bush equals card id 
987654321” will be displayed when the mouse is clicked. 

How does it work? 

When the mouse is clicked on the button, the contents of 
the card fid called “Dictionary” is placed into a variable 
called “DictionaryVariable”. 

Next the card id is looked up using the ReturnedCardld 


In case you haven't heard... 



Thrill to enhancements like two new "watch-me" modes for easier set-up. 
Be touched by the warmth of the new, friendlier user interface. 

For QuicKeys2 upgrade information or a FREE demo disk, 
call CE Software at 515-224-1995. 

Ask for department CEMUG. 


CE SOFTWARE; 
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function which is fed the key (“George Bush”), the end 
delimiter (“•”), and the name of the variable containing the 
list of dictionary entries. It substitutes these arguments into 
the relevant parameters defined in the ReturnedCardld func¬ 
tion definition. (“George Bush” = delimitl, “•” = delimit2, 
and DictionaryVariable = aContainer). 

The function then checks to see if delimitl and delimit2 
are valid (not empty). If they are it goes ahead and uses the 
HyperCard offset function to calculate which characters to 
extract from aContainer (those between the two delimiters). 

The offset function is a built-in HyperCard primitive and is 
extremely fast at determining the position of any string of 
text within a container. Don’t forget to edit the dictionary 
when you change a card name (or better yet write a script to 
automatically search and replace the dictionary, changing the 
old card name to the new card name whenever the card 
name is changed.. .with HyperCard anything is possible!) 

In use, “go to card Bagdad” would be replaced in a script 
with “go to card id 


ReturnedCardId(“Baghdad”,” • ”,DictionaryVariable), saving 
considerable access time if the stack is very large. 

Another example of the offset function in action is the fol¬ 
lowing function which returns the contents of a container 
minus the first occurrence of a given string of text: 

function omitted aContainer,theText 

put offset(theText,aContainer) into Posl 
delete char Posl to (Posl+number of chars in 
theText-1) of aContainer 
return aContainer 
end omitted 

An example of this in use: 

put "Dolly Hello Dolly" into aContainer 
get Ommitted(aContainer,"Hello") 
put it 

“Dolly Dolly” will show up in the message box! This 
could be used to implement a powerful search and replace 
capability for manipulating text inside containers. ** 


VMUG PRO file: Dick Sparks 


This month’s member to meet is Dick 
Sparks, who’s been a member since 
May 1990. You might not know his 
name, but you probably know his com¬ 
pany - Dick is President of the McGill & 
Orme pharmacy chain here in Victoria. 
Dick runs a Mac Plus at home, and has 
one at his office, too. Since he doesn’t 
spend too much time “pharmacizing” 
any more, he mostly uses his Macs for 
Financial Analysis and Business 
Planning. In addition, the power of the 
graphics of the Mac, coupled with it’s 
ease of use, has led Dick into a bit of 
Desktop Publishing. He puts together a 
newsletter for the chain, using Publish It 
Easy!, one of his favourite programs. Not 
needing really high power number 
crunching, he also likes using Microsoft 
Works, and is especially fond of it’s flex¬ 


ibility, simplicity and word processing 
capabilities. 

Dick first met the Mac in 1987. “We 
were shopping around for a home com¬ 
puter, and the Mac was recommended 
to us by some friends”, he described. “It 
really came in handy with my daughter 
at university. The Mac Plus was enough 
power, but we eventually added a 40 
Meg hard drive with all of the things 
that ended up on it.” While his office 
runs on a UNIX based mini system, he 
got a Mac Plus for there, too, “because it 
was so easy for me to use”. 

You can tell that Dick’s favourite thing 
about the Mac is its ease of use. “And 
having used other computers, the Mac 
makes it much simpler to manage files 
and never lose things. The Finder’s sys¬ 


tem of folders makes so much sense”. 
And he’s learning that programming isn’t 
so hard, now that he’s dabbling in 
HyperCard to manage his personnel 
information. 

But all that great software out there is 
frustrating to him. “There’s so many new 
and interesting packages out there, like 
really powerful word processors that I’d 
love to have and use. And not to men¬ 
tion great sounding hardware like the 
Mac Ilsi and Ilfx - you wish you could 
have them all, but of course you can’t.” 
This leads to feelings of helplessness, 
which he finds lessened by attending 
the VMUG meetings, and listening to the 
Question and Answer sessions. “And 
one of these days, I may even ask 
something.” We look forward to that 
meeting, Dick. 
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President’s Pad by R. Tamasi 


At the January 10th VMUG meeting, 
Rod Priedigar from Microsoft demon¬ 
strated a very impressive Beta release 
of Excel 3.0 (announced only the day 
before our meeting). The main empha¬ 
sis has been on ease of use, but many 
added features including outlining, 
drawing tools, 
graphs right on 
your spreadsheet, 
consolidation, a 
tool bar, an intel¬ 
ligent sum function, macro buttons, 
and 3D graphs will give the other 
spreadsheets a run for their money. 
Excel 3 0 is expected to be released 
sometime in the 2nd Quarter of 1991. 
The Upgrade Price is expected to be 
$149, with a suggested retail price of 
$649. Rod indicated that Microsoft is 
also planning upgrades to Word and 
Works. All registered users should 
receive upgrade notices when released. 
If you do not receive notice at that time 
or have any other inquiries of Microsoft 
phone Product Support Services at 
(416) 568-3503. 

For the February meeting, two of our 
own VMUG members, Richard and 
Helen Bochonko, are scheduled to pre¬ 
sent a HyperCard Stack used by stu¬ 
dents to simulate the operation of the 
Observatory at the University of 
Manitoba. I had a quick enthusiastic 
preview at the MacFair last fall and 
think it should be a very interesting 
and worthwhile presentation. They will 
also give a brief report on their adven¬ 
tures at the January MacWorld in San 
Fransisco. We’re also working on get¬ 
ting a guest to demonstrate screens that 


reduce the amount of radiation given 
off by your Mac. 

A second order was placed for 10 
each of the Peachpit Press books “The 
Mac is Not a Typewriter” and “The 
Little Mac Book”, and they are in. I will 
be contacting everyone who requested 
them. Any extra 
copies will be 
available at the 
February meeting. 

No action has been taken with regard 
to purchasing an LCD Projection Pad 
for the User Group. Before spending 
our limited funds on such an expensive 
purchase, I would like to get more 
information about what is available and 
what new developments have hap¬ 
pened in this area in the last year in 
order to make the best purchase possi¬ 
ble. 

At the January meeting, we were 
unable to use our own Macintosh SE 
with the Projection Pad because I 
thought it was dead; the screen was 
black on power up. I hate to admit it, 
but it turns out 
that the bright¬ 
ness control had 
been inadvertent¬ 
ly turn down 
while either packing or unpacking. So 
before you take your Mac down for 
servicing with a dead screen... 

Many thanks to Keith Martell of Peat, 
Marwick, Thorne for providing us with 
the Macintosh SE/30 and LCD 
Projection Pad used at the January 
meeting 

I continue to be frustrated by 


attempts to get New User or Novice 
User Sessions going. Several members 
have expressed a need for them and a 
few have stepped forward to indicate 
they would be available to help users, 
however, I would like someone to step 
forward and do the organizing. 
Someone is needed to arrange the 
dates, a place, insure that participants 
will show up, and that people will be 
there to help. Should we have these 
sessions prior to the regular meetings, 
if it can be arranged, or as separate 
event, such as Saturday mornings? Why 
not volunteer to set one up? 

On January 24th, Tayo Runsewe and 
I attended a breakfast meeting in 
Richmond with David Rae, the 
President of Apple Canada. David 
arranged the meeting with west coast 
User Group executives to indicate that 
Apple Canada considers User Groups 
to be very important, and to get some 
feedback as to how they could provide 
better support. This is despite Apple 
Canada having had their budgets cut by 
30% over the last year. A lot of the dis¬ 
cussion centred 
around Apple’s 
support of its 
Dealers etc., which 
I thought was a lit¬ 
tle off the purpose of the meeting. But 
David did say they were looking at the 
possibility of re-establishing something 
similar to the User Group Liaison, and 
Apple’s need for User Groups to pro¬ 
vide members with timely information. 

I was just reading over the “Pres Sez” 
column by Neil Wolf, of the Portland 
Macintosh Users Group Newsletter, 


Microsoft Product Support 
Services: (416)568-3503 


Check that brightness control! 
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Laser’s Edge is proud to announce the opening of our Victoria office, 
enhancing our convenient, efficient services for all of your Desktop Publishing needs. 



12 INCH LINO 



MAC 



PC 



LASER 


Victoria Office: 

■ Mac and PC 
environments 

■ Fast, high 
resolution 
Linotronic 
imagesetter 
output to paper 
and film 

■ Mac and PC 
workstation 
rentals 

■ self-service 
laserprinting 

■ disk and file 
conversions 

■ OCR scanning 
for text files 

■ scanning for line 
art and photos 



CONVERSIONS 



SCANNER 



OCR 


a 

SALES 


Vancouver 

Office: 

■ high speed 
transmission of 
your files to our 
Vancouver office 
for quick 
turnaround (in as 
little as 24 hrs) of 
the following 
services: 

■ fast, high 
resolution output 
with up to 3386 
dots per inch 

■ output up to 18" 
by 4' to film or 
paper from our 
Linotronic 
Imagesetters 



18 INCH LINO 



TYPESETTING 


■ full colour 
laserprinter for 
transparencies or 
tabloid and letter 
size paper 

■ plus, service 
with a smile 

■ Mon. to Fri. 

9-5 pm and 
Sat. 10-3 pm 

■ Suite 101 

754 Broughton St. 
Victoria 
V8W 1E1 
Fax 360-2477 
Modem 360-2526 


V Laser’s Edge 

( 604 ) 360-2466 
















































































































The Best 


Mouse Tracks. The title is “How Does 
One Measure Success?”, in user group 
terms. Is it the number of members, the 
number of people attending meetings, 
disks sold, PD library copies made, he 
asks? He goes on to suggest that suc¬ 
cess is not measured by any of these, 
but rather that success of the User 
Group is measured by the individual’s 
excitement and enthusiasm. “I’m talking 
about the excitement when you print 
your first document, the thrill of really 
learning some new tip, hint, or trick 
that forever makes using the Mac easier 
and/or more fun... The job of leader¬ 
ship, of course, is to make it possible 


for that enthusiasm to germinate, 
evolve, and mature”, suggests Neil. 
However, we cannot make this happen 
unless you let us know what you want. 
So as I have said many times before in 
other ways, Neil suggests you “...pick 
up that phone or pen—if not to con¬ 
gratulate, then to criticize; if not to vol¬ 
unteer, then to request—but at least get 
in touch.” So don’t just come to the 
meetings expecting to be entertained 
and informedget involved, and make 
VMUG a success to you. 

So see you at the meeting on Va¬ 
lentine’s Day. And don’t forget—give 
someone a Valentine by bringing them 


This Month in History 

1984 “1984 won’t be like 1984” - and with those words, during the SuperBowl of 
January 1984, the Mac was introduced to the world. How far we've come in just 7 short 

years. 

1985 The first ever MacWorld Expo, was held in the same building that was used 
to introduce the Apple II. 

The cover story introduced the LaserWriter, with the tag line: “Will Apple’s new 
laser printer be the key that opens corporate doors to the Mac?” It was described 
as “the most powerful computer Apple has ever built”, for only $7000. 

The AppleBus network protocol was renamed AppleTalk. Bet you never knew u was ever 
called anything else. 

A feature was done on Peat, Marwick, Mitchel & Co. under the banner “Changing 
the Way Accountants Do Business”. They described the SeaCas system, and how 
the company screened 28 computer vendors for the perfect auditing/accounting 

machine. And it only took VMUG 6 years to bring that same story, live, to a meeting near you. 


Classified Ads 

For Sales Mac SE, 4 Megs RAM, 101 Meg internal hard drive, 2 floppies, expansion slot 
available, extended keyboard. Asking $3200 or best offer. Call Paul Rothe, 595-2315 

For Sales LaserWriter IINT. Like new, only 8300 pages printed. Complete with letter and 
legal size paper trays, extra toner cartrages. Offers on $4000? Contact Neil West, 474-6497. 

Help Wanted: The VMUG is looking for volunteers to organize special interest group 
sessions on various topics, including New Users, HyperCard, Desktop Publishing or any¬ 
thing else that suits you. Invest a little bit of time and help those interested. For more 
information, contact Robin at 652-3588 

For Sale: Mac 512, $375, 80 Meg Quantum hard drive $750, ADB Trackball $75, 
800k Apple Drive $225, Serial Daisywheel printer $130. Call Tayo Runsewe 361-1510 


Columns-A single player game in 
which one attempts to manipulate pat¬ 
terned tiles in order to form sequences 
of three boxes of the same pattern, 
arranged horizontally, vertically, or 
diagonally. This is a “Tetris” like clone, 
but for my money is a lot more fun, 
and has only a $5.00 shareware fee. 

Welcome Editor-Welcome is a simple 
application which allows you to edit 
the “Welcome to Macintosh.” message 
that is displayed when the Mac boots. 

KID PIX-This is a great new paint pro¬ 
gram for kids from J. Diethelm Simple 
easy to use menus, new paint tools, 
letter with stamps. Draw with all kinds 
of crazy pencils. Erase the screen with 
a bomb. Really neat! 

Quill-Is a simple Desk Accessory, by 
which you can examine the text con¬ 
tained in documents saved in a variety 
of formats. I normally use it to consult 
the ‘READ-ME’ files while working with 
new programs. Quill differs from simi¬ 
lar DA’s that have appeared before 
mainly because it supports all the most 
popular formats, including Plain Text 
(from QUED, EDIT, TeachText etc.), 
MacWrite, both old (i.e. 2.2) and new 
formats, and Microsoft Word, l.xx, 3.xx 
even ‘fast saved’ 

NIM-Here’s a short game that should 
keep you entertained for a short while. 
Easy to play. Eric Johnson’s first Mac 
program (Aunwwtwwww ain't that 
nice!- I.G.). It should work on any 
Mac. This program is 100% FREE. 

Enjoy. 

Flintstone-Flintstone is a Type 1 
postscript typeface designed for use 
with the Macintosh computer and any 
Postscript® Compatible printer. It is 
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also Adobe Type Manager (ATM) com¬ 
patible. Flintstone is also hinted to opti¬ 
mise output on 300 dpi or less printers. 
Since Flintstone is a display font, it is 
generally not acceptable for body text. 

LowerEastSide-Is a Type 1 Postscript 
font modeled on an Art Deco typeface 
called Astur. It looks like bold, 3-D 
brush strokes forming the characters 
with deep shadows— it also tends to 
look like bent pieces of plywood with 
shadows. It is kerned, and ought to be 
used for display text only at sizes 72 
points and larger. 

Crackling Fire-A type 1, ATM-compat¬ 
ible, caps-only display Postscript font 
based on the typeface “Firebug”. Looks 
like Dom Casual letters beginning to go 
up in flames. All 26 capital letters, plus 
period, comma, question, exclamation. 
The font is free with a postcard request 
attached. 

Chalkboard DA-This desk accessory is 
basically a multi-board chalkboard. It is 
black and white, and the chalk and 


eraser patterns are changeable. It is 
fun, and free. This version lets you give 
the boards names. All the author asks 
in exchange for this is a letter from 
you, telling him what you think. 

New Fixdate-Ever see the creation 
date on a file say 2025, or 1842? This 
little application will check all you files 
and “fix” the dates. 

Bomb Shelter-Many “bomb” dialog 
boxes are missing the “Resume” button. 
This very small INIT by Andrew Welch 
assures that the button will be there. 
Helps prevent full crashes, and can 
often allow a person to save their work 
prior to a full restart 

Create Sunrise...Sunset DA-Lets you 
set the time zone to Atlantic, Eastern, 
Central, Mountain, Pacific, Yukon, or 
Alaska-Hawaii, and set the Longitude 
and Latitude. It then makes a DA which 
will display the sunrise and sunset 
times for your area. 

Fruits of Passion 2.4-A cdev that lets 
you change what particular fruit 


appears at the top of the Apple menu. 
Whether it be a cherry, banana, 
garbage can etc., this small file helps 
give your computer that “customised” 
look and feel. 

Apple Technical Note #31, The 

DogCow-Ever notice that technical 
note #31 is missing from most Apple 
distribution? Last year, dated 1 April, I 
found this as a part of the hardcopy 
(printed) distribution. Scanned graph¬ 
ics, OCR’d text. In Microsoft Word for¬ 
mat. 

World Tlme-A DA that shows you the 
time in several world cities: Calcutta, 
Auckland, Vancouver, Boston, and 
Trinidad. Easily customised with 
ResEdit. 

Eyeballs-Here’s a cute INIT that places 
a pair of eyeballs in your menubar. 
They will “follow” your cursor as you 
move it. The eyeballs will take a nap if 
you don’t move the cursor for a while, 
but will wake up every so often to 
check and see what is happening! Get 
Info box gives credit to Ben Haller of 
Stick Software for this INIT. 

PseudoFPU-Many applications will not 
work on the new Macintosh Ilsi and 
Macintosh LC because these machines 
do not include a piece of hardware 
called a “Floating Point Unit” (FPU). 
PseudoFPU is an init/cdev for your 
System Folder which allows programs 
that expect an FPU to work correctly 
without one. Examples of programs 
which only work with PseudoFPU 
include Studio/8 1.1, PixelPaint 1.0, and 
a few others. 
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We only sell 
Macintosh! 

A friendly atmosphere with 
a team of Macintosh fanatics. 



Authorized Dealer 

Apple and the Apple logo are registered trademarks of Apple Computer Inc Macintosh is a trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 


2001a Douglas Street, Victoria, BC V8T 4K9 0 38B 4485 







